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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification sliall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

1 . Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 is incomplete. The claim is omitting essential elements, such omission 
amounting to a gap between the elements. See MPEP § 2172.01. The omitted 
elements are: the header fields that make up the reduced header part as a packet 
processor receives a packet, where a partial one's complement sum will be performed 
by subtracting a value equal to the reduced header part of the TCP checksum 210-fig.2, 
see the specification of the instant application, page 9, lines 4-23. 

Claim 1 1 is ambiguous. It is unclear as to whether the "header fields" of the 
limitations "calculating a partial one's complement sum by subtracting from the 
checksum the header fields", line 7, is referring to "a plurality of header fields 
comprising a source address, a destination address, a plurality of protocol bits, a source 
port, and a destination port" or just a combination of at least two header fields. Further, 
it appears that the adding step should occur before the modifying step. 

Claim 13 is confusing. According to the instant specification, it appears that the 
calculating step should be performed by subtracting a value equal to the reduced 
header part of the TCP checksum 210-fig.2. however, what has been claiming is to 
subtract from the checksum at least one of the header fields. Further, according to the 
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instant specification the adding step should occur before the modifying step, see page 
9, lines 15-23. 

Claim 14 is incomplete. Since a plurality of header fields of an incoming data 
packet make up a reduced header part, the limitation "an input parser... a reduced 
header part", lines 3-5, should be rewritten as, i.e., "an input parser configured to 
identify a plurality of header fields that make up a reduced header part of an incoming 
data packet and to compute a partial one's complement sum from the reduced header 
part". 

Claim 19 is incomplete. The association between header fields that make up a 
reduced header part has not been established yet. 

Allowable subject matter 

2. Claims 1 , 7, 1 1 , 14, and 19 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to 
overcome the rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office 
action. 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Due Ho whose telephone number is (571) 272-3147. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 7:30 am to 
6:00 pm. 
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If attempt to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 



■ Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2600. 



is assigned is 571-273-8300.. 

4. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



supervisor, Jay Patel, can be reached on (571) 272-2988. 
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